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Criteria for Level of Stress in Mixed Traffic
Street Width

Posted Speed Limit 2-3 Lanes 4-5 Lanes 6+

Up to 25 mph LOS 1 or 2 LOS 3 LOS 4

30 mph LOS 2 or 3 LOS 4 LOS 4

35+ mph LOS 4 LOS 4 LOS 4

Level of Stress for Mixed Traffic in the Presence of a Right Turn Lane
Configuration Level of Stress

Single right-turn lane with length ≤ 75 ft. and intersection angle and curb radius 
limit turning speed to 15 mph (no effect on LOS)

Single right-turn lane with length between 75 and 150 ft., and intersection angle and 
curb radius limit turning speed to 15 mph LOS ≥ 3

Otherwise LOS = 4

Level of Stress for Unsignalized Crossings Without a Median Refuge
Width of Street Being Crossed

Speed Limit of Street Being 
Crossed Up to 3 Lanes 4-5 Lanes 6+

Up to 25 mph LOS 1 LOS 2 LOS 4

30 mph LOS 1 LOS 2 LOS 4

30 mph LOS 2 LOS 3 LOS 4

40+ mph LOS 3 LOS 4 LOS 4

Source: Low-Stress Bicycling and Network Connectivity, Mineta Transportation Institute, 2012
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Criteria for Bike Lanes Alongside a Parking Lane
LTS ≥ 1 LTS ≥ 2 LTS ≥ 3 LTS ≥ 4

Street width (through lanes per direction) 2 (no effect) 4 or more (no effect)

Sum of bike lane and parking lane width (includes marked buffer and 
paved gutter) 15 ft. or more 14 ft. 13.5 ft. or less (no effect)

Speed limit or prevailing speed 25 mph or less 30 mph 35 mph 40 mph or more

Bike lane blockage (typically applies in commercial areas) rare (no effect) frequent (no effect)

Note: (no effect) = factor does not trigger an increase to this level of traffic stress

Criteria for Bike Lanes Not Alongside a Parking Lane
LTS ≥ 1 LTS ≥ 2 LTS ≥ 3 LTS ≥ 4

Street width (through lanes per direction) 2
4, if directions are 
separated by a 
raised median

5, or 4 without a 
separating median (no effect)

Bike lane width (includes marked buffer and paved gutter) 6 ft. or more 5.5 ft. or less (no effect) (no effect)

Speed limit or prevailing speed 30 mph or less (no effect) 35 mph 40 mph or more

Bike lane blockage may apply in commercial areas) rare (no effect) frequent (no effect)

Note: (no effect) = factor does not trigger an increase to this level of traffic stress

Source: Low-Stress Bicycling and Network Connectivity, Mineta Transportation Institute, 2012

Volume Adjustment
Volume Threshold Min. LTS

- 1

5,000 2

10,000 3

15,000 4
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